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should be near the sea. The result has been a long and
angry effort on the part of a few speculators in New London
to substitute that place for League Island, or the Phila-
delphia Yard. I was slandered and defamed because, a
citizen of Connecticut, I would not give in to theirschernes,
and in consequence of their opposition the acceptance of
League Island was postponed for years.

Subsidies to Pacific Railroad were discussed in the Cab-
inet. Evarts was in their favor; Browning yields. The
President, while doubting, has been seen, and the result is
this monstrous concern controls all. I thrust in a doubt
or two, but they were of no avail.

December 23, Wednesday. Sam Bowles, editor of the
Springfield Republican, was arrested and confined a night
in Ludlow Street Jail, New York, at the suit of Fisk,1 one
of the Wall Street adventurers, who is largely concerned
in the Erie Railroad. The arrest and confinement was a
sorry exhibition of petty spite on the part of Fisk that will
injure him. more than B. in the end, though the latter had
been severe and cutting in his remarks. His paper is, how-
ever, more correct and more enlarged in its general scope
and management than almost any of the party to which it
belongs. A great outcry has been made by the whole press
over his ill-treatment, which was scandalous enough, but
most of those who are so indignant had no mercy or com-
passion for the hundreds who were seized and thrown into
prison by Stanton and Baker,2 or later by the satraps of
the South.

December 24. A general clearing-out has taken place in
anticipation of Merry Christmas. But few Members of
Congress remain in the city, aiid many in the Departments
have left.

A dispatch from Rear-Admiral Davis of the South

1 James Fisk, Jr., better known as Jim Fisk.

* General Lafayette C, Baker, Chief of the Secret Service.